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; ^Original) An ap ^r^tus for r^moTingr^^ from a tape, the apparatus compns.r.g: 

a guide dlrBOtlng a path of movement of the tape through the apparatus me gu.de 
ha^ngatransitlon end o^«r which the tape passes as the tape moves through the appar^^^^^ 
the guide transition end being adapted to formabend in the tape thereby expos-ngahead Of 

the nail from the tape as the tape passes over the guide transition end; and 

a Claw being adapted to engage the nail head as the nail head .s exposed when the tape 
passes over the guide transition end. 

2 (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the guide transition end is curved to 
create a gap between the nail head and the tape as the tape passes over the guide transition 
end. 

3 (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the guide has at least one slot in a top 
surface of the guide extending through the guide transition end. the at least one slot is 
dimensioned to accommodate a length of the nail, the at least one slot permits rotation of the 
nail within the slot as the tape passes over the guide transition end. 

4 (Original) The apparatus of daim 1 wherein the guide transition end is fonned with 
a relief to allow the nail to change its relative direction of travel through the apparatus as the 
tape passes through the guide transition end. 

5 (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the guide transition end creates relative 
movement between the tape and the nail when the tape passes over the guide transition end. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the claw comprises an extraction plate 
adapted to be positioned at an oblique angle to the path of movement of the tape, the extraction 
plate has a sliding surface adapted to capture the nail head as it is exposed from the tape and a 
slot adapted to slidingly receive a shank of the nail as the tape passes beyond the extraction 
plate whereby the motion of the tape relative to the extraction plate separates the nail from the 
tape. 
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7 (Original) Th. apparatus of ciaim 6 wf«^in the ex.raClon plate sliding .urfac. tas 
a ™.e.U«. on L opposite s«e, .no extraction ^ate reUe, substantia,, ,ac.s the .«>e as «» 
tape passes over the guide transition end. 

8 (Original) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the extracUon plate is adapted to allow 
the nails to be emptied from the daw as the nails are separated from the tape. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the angle between the extraction plate 
and the tape is adjustably set. 

10 (Original) An apparatus for removing nails from a tape, the apparatus comprising: 
a tape advancement mechanism being adapted to advance the tape through the 

apparatus; . 

a roller being adapted to maintain tension In the tape as the tape advances through the 

apparatus; . ^.u 

a guide being positioned opposite the roller and adapted to support the tape against the 
roller whereby the guide and the roller tension the tape as the tape is advanced through the 
apparatus by the tape advancement mechanism, the guide being adapted to expose a head of 
the nail from the tape as the tape travels from the roller to the tape advancement mechanism; 

^"'^ a daw being adapted to engage the nail head when the nail head is exposed from the 
tape as the tape travels over the guide from the rdler to the tape advancement mechanism. 

1 1 (Original) The apparatus of daim 10 wherein the guide Is fornied to change a 
direction of travel of the tape through the apparatus and the nail head Is exposed from the tape 
when the tape changes its direction of travel. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of daim. 1 1 wherein the daw engages the nail head when 
the tape changes Its relative direction of travel as the tape passes over the guide from the roller 
to the tape advancement mechanism. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of daim 10 wherein the claw has an extraction plate 
adapted to be received in a gap formed between the nail head and the tape when the nail head 
is exposed from the tape. 
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14. (Or^l) Ty...m'^so>^«'-^Z^^>^-'^'"'*^'^;^^ 

slidlngly receive a shank of the nail as the tape passe:. u«y 
amotion Of the tape relative to the extraction Plate separate 

15 (Original) The apparatus of clain, 13 wherein the extraction plate has a relief formed 
on its distal end thereby allowing the extraction plate to be placed sufRciently close to the tape 
to engage the nail head as the tape changes its relative direction of travel. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of dalrr, 10 wherein the claw is adjustably rotatable 
relative to the tape. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the tape advancement mechanism 
V winds the tape on a spool in advancing the tape through the apparatus. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
providing a tape with nails extending therethrough: 

drawing the tape along a guide in a manner so as to hen^J th^ t^pe and . expose a head 
of the nail from the tape at a selected position on the guide; and 

positioning a claw ac^acent the selected position of the guide to engage the nail head 
and remove the nail from the tape. 

19. (Original) The method of dalm 18 wherein the step of drawing the tape along the 
guide comprises creating tension in the tape so that the tape conforms to the guide. 

20 (Original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the Step of positioning the daw 
indudes rotating the daw relative to ttie tape so as to create an angle between the daw and a 
path of travel of the tape whereby the relative motion between the daw and the tape cause the 
nail to be separated from the tape when the daw engages the nail head. 

21. (Original) The mettiod of daim 20 wherein the step of creating the angle 
indudes rotating the daw to a position whereby the at least one nail removed from the tape is 
emptied from the daw as the tape Is drawn past the daw. 
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22. (Original) Th. method of claim 16 whemin the step of drawing the lap. further 
oompn»s winding tt..B.p. on a spool after U,e .apes pa».a the claw and the nail, are 
removed. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 18 further comprising changing a relative direction 
of travel of the tape at the selected position on the guide. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of claim 23 wherein the step of changing the 
direction of the path of travel of the tape includes fomiing a bond in bendiDO-the tape therBby 
creating a gap between the nail head and the tape as the tape Is drawn over the selected 
position. 
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